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Justification for Stipulated Penalty (6/29/201 8)

Paragraph 47(a) of the Consent Decree provides for each Unpermitted Discharge Event
of 5,000 gallons or less, a stipulated penalty of $250 may be assessed, if the Discharge
Event occurs within 2-5 years from the date of entry and $500 for Unpermitted Discharge
Events more than 5,000 gallons are assessed at $1,000 between 2-5 years of entry and
$2,000 more than 5 years from entry in accordance with Paragraph 47(a) of the Consent

Decree.
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The City of Columbia reported 153 Unpermitted Discharge Events during the period
from May 22, 2017 to March 31, 2018. Of these 153 Unpermitted Discharge Events:

e There were 11 Unpermitted Discharge Events of more than 5,000 gallons within
2-5 years from the Consent Decree’s Date of Entry. Stipulated penalty of $5,500
(11 x $500).

e There were 19 Unpermitted Discharge Events that were less than 5,000 gallons
and greater than 1,000 gallons within 2-5 years from the Consent Decree’s Date
of Entry. Stipulated penalty of $4,750 (19 x $250).

e The remaining 123 Unpermitted Discharge Events were less than 1000 gallons
and are subject to a stipulated penalty of $30,750 (123 x $250).

Unpermitted Discharge Events less than 1000 gallons are less likely to reach waters of
the United States and are more easily remedied in terms of clean-up/disinfection.
Therefore, the Region recommends in an exercise of discretion, not assessing stipulated
penaities for these Unpermitted Discharge Events. The Region recommends assessing
stipulated penalties against the City of Columbia for 30 of the Unpermitted Discharge
Events as described above. As a result, the Region recommends assessing stipulated
penalties totaling $106,230 ((11 x $500) + (19 x $250)) against the City of Columbia.



